January 31, 2006

JOINT SESSION OF THE HOUSE
AND SENATE HELD PURSUANT
TO THE PROVISIONS OF SENATE
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 77 TO
HEAR AN ADDRESS BY THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES

The Speaker of the House presided.

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms, Mrs.
Kerri Hanley, announced the Vice
President and Members of the U.S.
Senate, who entered the Hall of the
House of Representatives, the Vice
President taking the chair at the right
of the Speaker, and the Members of the
Senate the seats reserved for them.

The SPEAKER. The Chair appoints
as members of the committee on the
part of the House to escort the Presi-
dent of the United States into the
Chamber:

The gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
BLUNT);

The gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms.
PRYCE);

The gentleman from California (Mr.
DREIER);

The gentlewoman from California
(Ms. PELOSI);

The gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
HOYER); and

The gentleman from South Carolina
(Mr. CLYBURN).

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Presi-
dent of the Senate, at the direction of
that body, appoints the following Sen-
ators as members of the committee on
the part of the Senate to escort the
President of the United States into the
House Chamber:

The Senator from Tennessee (Mr.
FRIST);

The Senator from Kentucky (Mr.
MCCONNELL);

The Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr.
SANTORUM);

The Senator
HUTCHISON);

The Senator from Arizona (Mr. KYL);

The Senator from North Carolina
(Mrs. DOLE);

The Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr.
SPECTER);

The Senator from Nevada (Mr. REID);

The Senator from Illinois (Mr. DUR-

from Texas (Mrs.

BIN);

The Senator from Michigan (Ms.
STABENOW);

The Senator from New York (Mr.
SCHUMER);

The Senator from Illinois (Mr.
OBAMA);

The Senator from Colorado
SALAZAR); and

The Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
MENENDEZ).

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms an-
nounced the Dean of the Diplomatic
Corps, His Excellency Roble Olhaye,
Ambassador from the Republic of
Djibouti.

The Dean of the Diplomatic Corps en-
tered the Hall of the House of Rep-
resentatives and took the seat reserved
for him.

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms an-
nounced the Chief Justice of the United
States and the Associate Justices of
the Supreme Court.
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The Chief Justice of the United
States and the Associate Justices of
the Supreme Court entered the Hall of
the House of Representatives and took
the seats reserved for them in front of
the Speaker’s rostrum.

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms an-
nounced the Cabinet of the President of
the United States.

The members of the Cabinet of the
President of the United States entered
the Hall of the House of Representa-
tives and took the seats reserved for
them in front of the Speaker’s rostrum.

At 9 o’clock and 7 minutes p.m., the
Sergeant at Arms, the Honorable Wil-
son Livingood, announced the Presi-
dent of the United States.

The President of the United States,
escorted by the committee of Senators
and Representatives, entered the Hall
of the House of Representatives and
stood at the Clerk’s desk.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

The SPEAKER. Members of Con-
gress, I have the high privilege and the
distinct honor of presenting to you the
President of the United States.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

————

THE STATE OF THE UNION AD-
DRESS BY THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES

The PRESIDENT. Mr. Speaker, Vice
President CHENEY, Members of Con-
gress, members of the Supreme Court
and Diplomatic Corps, distinguished
guests and fellow citizens:

Today our Nation lost a beloved,
graceful, courageous woman who called
America to its founding ideals and car-
ried on a noble dream. Tonight we are
comforted by the hope of a glad re-
union with the husband who was taken
from her so long ago, and we are grate-
ful for the good life of Coretta Scott
King.

Every time I am invited to this ros-
trum, I am humbled by the privilege,
and mindful of the history we have
seen together. We have gathered under
this Capitol dome in moments of na-
tional mourning and national achieve-
ment. We have served America through
one of the most consequential periods
of our history, and it has been my
honor to serve with you.

In a system of two parties, two cham-
bers, and two elected branches, there
will always be differences and debate.
But even tough debates can be con-
ducted in a civil tone, and our dif-
ferences cannot be allowed to harden
into anger. To confront the great
issues before us, we must act in a spirit
of good will and respect for one an-
other, and I will do my part. Tonight
the state of our Union is strong, and
together we will make it stronger.

In this decisive year, you and I will
make choices that determine both the
future and the character of our coun-
try. We will choose to act confidently
in pursuing the enemies of freedom, or
retreat from our duties in the hope of
an easier life. We will choose to build
our prosperity by leading the world
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economy, or shut ourselves off from
trade and opportunity. In a complex
and challenging time, the road of isola-
tionism and protectionism may seem
broad and inviting, yet it ends in dan-
ger and decline. The only way to pro-
tect our people, the only way to secure
the peace, the only way to control our
destiny is by our leadership, so the
United States of America will continue
to lead.

Abroad, our Nation is committed to a
historic, long-term goal. We seek the
end of tyranny in our world. Some dis-
miss that goal as misguided idealism.
In reality, the future security of Amer-
ica depends on it. On September 11,
2001, we found that problems origi-
nating in a failed and oppressive state
7,000 miles away could bring murder
and destruction to our country. Dicta-
torships shelter terrorists, feed resent-
ment and radicalism, and seek weapons
of mass destruction. Democracies re-
place resentment with hope, respect
the rights of their citizens and their
neighbors, and join the fight against
terror. Every step toward freedom in
the world makes our country safer, and
so we will act boldly in freedom’s
cause.

Far from being a hopeless dream, the
advance of freedom is the great story
of our time. In 1945, there were about
two dozen lonely democracies in the
world. Today, there are 122. And we are
writing a new chapter in the story of
self-government, with women lining up
to vote in Afghanistan, and millions of
Iraqis marking their liberty with pur-
ple ink, and men and women from Leb-
anon to HEgypt debating the rights of
individuals and the necessity of free-
dom. At the start of 2006, more than
half the people of our world live in
democratic nations. And we do not for-
get the other half, in places like Syria,
Burma, Zimbabwe, North Korea, and
Iran, because the demands of justice,
and the peace of this world, require
their freedom as well.

No one can deny the success of free-
dom, but some men rage and fight
against it. And one of the main sources
of reaction and opposition is radical
Islam, the perversion by a few of a
noble faith into an ideology of terror
and death. Terrorists like bin Laden
are serious about mass murder, and all
of us must take their declared inten-
tions seriously. They seek to impose a
heartless system of totalitarian con-
trol throughout the Middle East and
arm themselves with weapons of mass
murder. Their aim is to seize power in
Iraq and use it as a safe haven to
launch attacks against America and
the world. Lacking the military
strength to challenge us directly, the
terrorists have chosen the weapon of
fear. When they murder children at a
school in Beslan, or blow up com-
muters in London, or behead a bound
captive, the terrorists hope these hor-
rors will break our will, allowing the
violent to inherit the Earth. But they
have miscalculated: we love our free-
dom, and we will fight to keep it.
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